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Islands that the wind merely backs a point or two from
the south-west as the cyclone approaches, and veers a
point or two towards the west as the cyclone passes, the
general direction of the wind being between south-west
and west, without rising to the strength of a gale, while
rain is moderate in quantity.

Sometimes in summer a prolongation of the Atlantic
anticyclone covers the southern portion of Great Britain,
and distant cyclones of small energy just influence the
northern countries of Europe. Then the intensity is
too small to develop rain, and only produces cloud in
the middle of the day, so that fine, dry weather is indi-
cated, which when very prolonged may give rise to
drought. This is by far the commonest of all weather
types in temperate regions, and occurs at every season of
the year.

The existence of this type in Europe is sometimes
associated with a similar phase of weather in the United
States. That is to say, pressure being high over Mexico,
cyclones form over the Eocky Mountains, and then pass
along the line of the Lakes into the Atlantic. To this
class belong almost exclusively the cyclones which pass
from the United States, over the Atlantic, into Europe.
At other times, a persistent anticyclone may cover the
American continent, and the whole of the European
system of cyclones is born and developed in mid-Atlantic.
Before we give more details, it may be well to
exemplify some of the leading features of this type. In
Figs. 68-71 we therefore give charts over the North
Atlantic and Europe for the four days, February 26 to
March 1,1865. These may be taken to represent a fair